* 4 N of 
. 1 
* 
” ET 
A 
0 


LETTER 


To the AUTHOR of the 8 


FARMER'S 
Il ® F: T ER 8. 


n—. 


By a Country GENTLEMAN: 


SIR: : 

Little gentle Reproof from ſo uncouth a Pen as mine, 
may not be amils ro ſo ine a one as yours, to let you 
in the ſpirit of Sobriery and Charity, what bounds you 
have overlcaped in a very different one. 

Lon Poets. more ſubject to a viglent Agitation of Spi. 
rits, chan other Men, ſeldom judge of Things jultly, til 
you give vuur ſelves Time tothink coolly what voa in- 
duſtriouſly avoid upon ſeveral Occaſiom, particularly thoſe 
of Party Fancy raiſes a Storm: and the Underſtanding, 
which ſhould reſtrain its impetuoſty, 15 oft” overſet by it, 
Eipecially Where the Sea-Ryom 35 parrow, Rocks at Hand 
and the Shore in fight. Yours, Sir, has ſuffered Ship-wreck 
on this Coaft. : A ſpirit of Party, the worſt à Poct 
ever chole, has plunder'd your Reaſon, and you are fo tond 
ot this new Gueſt that you let it looſe to commir a Rape 

ußon that of every other berſoen. Without Figure, inſtead 
of healing, you endeavour to widen the Wounds of one 
of the pooreſt Nations at "this Day under the un; and 
3 _ without the leaſt Regard to Humanity, Decency or 
Trut 

I do not mean in dis Complaint to derogate from the 
Fame yt; have fo juſtly acquited by the maſterty "Talents 
you poſſe ii: Such a Flow would juftly recoil upon my ſe H. 
and befides. loud ſcorn fo weak and mean an Atrempr. 
I peruſed Everal of your Pactical Performances with great 
Sacisfattion, and otten lamented that ſo fine a Genius 
ſhould want the Encouragement it delerves in bath theſe 
les. But really at pretenc I am much les uncaty at 
any Diſapoinements you may meet with in Quality of a 
hae Wrier ; for you want the Nebleſt, becauſe it is rhe 
Har aſteſt. Character of a great one, i mean Candor and 
tajr-dealing. Tais is fo evident in your Farmer Letters, 
that jt turns the Stomachs of your greateſt Admirers, who 
are ſorry to {ce one who animated his arſt Works with the 
molt exalred Sentiments of Virtue and public Spirit, all 
at once, and without Provocation. plunged into the A. 
byfles of Scurrility, Injury and Party-Rage Tanmtane 
animis celeftibus Ire ? 


Pray, Sir, why ſo unmerei fav ſevere upon the por 
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t. Catholics of theſe Kingdoms, who never offered you 
the leaſt Injury > a People among whom you cou'd reckon 
pon many Friends, and from whom the Government has 
nothing to fear, unleſs thro” their Incapacity to ſerve it 
nch in its Day of Danger? You revile their Peſons 
while you miſtake (wilfully miſtake) their Principles. For 
you give them ſuch as are not ⁊t all to be found in human 
Nature. depraved and cofrupted as it is; and ſuch only as 
my become the Infernal Holt with Satan at the Head of it. 
16 have indeed quite outdone the Thing. Like the Hero 
in Romance you fal down with the weight of your own 
Stroke, and really make a figure more like One of 0/4 oli- 
ters Ecclefaſtic Drummers than a celebrated Writer, who 
to the choiceſt Periods, ſhould ſubjoin the neceſſary Con- 
comitants of Decency, Truth and manly Matter. Why al: 
this rabid fury againſt a People whom you xnow tobe in- 
nocent 2 Why this ungene rous Treatment at the very Time 
thit a Penal Bill is depending againſt them in Parliament? 
this to be a Patriot, an Aſſertor of Liberty > I think 
not · Some indeed are ill natur d enough to affert that 
your Eads are as bad as your àſeam. They pretend that 
jou do not ſerve * two Maſten any more than his Holineſs 
of Rome, that like him you choſe the worſt, and that rhe 
Aummon of Iniduity is the Corner-Stone of all this Patrio- 
tin If fo, i can aſſure you that you have ſtrained the 


ied ro blind. For were your Zeal as unfeigned as it is 
S:2/0nable, it would, like that of the reſt of your Brother- 


Taings, But you regard neither. 


the The Powers you give the Church of Rome, Sir, to Damn, 
and Bede and Torture for God's take. cannot be too much de- 
ers, teted or 8 2g2inft ; bur were ſhe really what her 
tho own Sons bclieve her to be, that 3s, the Reverſe of your 
the berri4 Piure; yer who does not fee that the forcing her 
all Doctr ines upon any People mult tend to her own Ruin, as 
A: well as that of all civil and religious Liberty. Force in 


* ich # Caſe, whether by active or negative Puniſſrnents, 1s . 


wominable ; and may the Authors of all ſuch impious and 
dor See the Farmer's ſecond Lerter. Page 5. 
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Cord a little too hard, as the great P——f generally does, 
aul have ſufficiently opened the Eyes of ſuch as you inten- 


Writers, be more becoming with Reſpect to Perions and 
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unchriſtian Converfions fail in their Attempts! How eaſy 
was it for you Sir to diſplay your Or tory in ſo open an 
wide a feld; to expati ate upon fo ſeaſoriable and uncon. 
troverted a Truth; to warn your Countrymen againſt all 
poſſible and probable Dangers of Pettecution and Tyran. 
ny? But inſtead of this, you fall like a Hercules furcn; 
upon the poor R. Catholics of Ireland; the labouring the 
Pitied, and the piciabie Part of this diltrefſed Kingdom l. 

Lou are no more pleaſed with their Teaceable Behaviour 
at preſent, than with the Violence of their Eathers ; and 
Ju generouſly remind the Proteſtants of Ireland that thi; 
Crocodile ſeems only aſleep to be the ſurcr of his Prey, and 
that they ſhould dread the heavier Storm from ſo ſullen a 
Calm. — We thank you, witty Mr. Farmer! But this is 
nothing: You ſeem to call out in earneſt for the 1nquiþ. 
zer Faggat, for if your Deſcription be juſt. what Tortures 

2 we not merit fromGovernment! * We derive our hap. 
12 (ay you) from Villainies and Murders, from Rapes, 

p ines and Mid. night Maſſacres! There is no Virtue 
we do not condemn; no Vice we do not Santify<=— 
All Nature is a Juggle in our Hands, and our God-head is 
Dzmoniſm ! . Who is not warmed with this beau- 
tiful Climax of perſuaſive Pathos? What Puritan Tub- 
Preacher with all his Apparatus of Popery, Slavery, Idola- 
try, Antichriſt and the Scarlet Whore of Babylom could be 
mare pertinent, polite and witty? But, Occidit Miſoro 5 
exit a Crambe. You ſhould not in this manner rob the poor 
Fanatic of his only beſt Weapons; your own would be- 
come you better, and till you gird them on again, you ne- 
ver ſhall be my Hero. In your preſent Condition indeed 
You relemble a true Lyon calling forth all his fury; you laſh 
your Sides till the runs about, the Object of your 
Wrath in the mean Time gets clear of your fangs. 

For God's fake Sir, what have the R. Cathol ics of Ireland 
to anſwer for in the preſent Troubies ? Had they the leaſt 
Hand in this or the 2bellion > Are not both the work 
of the ſame Men? of the Male- content Proteſtants of Scot- 
land and England? of thoſe whole Religion, in the Act of 
Union, is called the True Proteſtant Religion > Should, not 
theſe Proteſtants, Sir, be the proper Objects of all your Po- 

* See the Farmer's ſecond Letter; Page 6 
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keical Wrath, if it be political? Would not all this be 
more becoming your Zeal than laying your Brat at the 
Door of Popery» which diſclaims it: 

Das venans Corpin vexas Cenſura Columba ! Juven : 
You think your elf Wiſe no doubt in this Proceeding ; 
But you are no Solomon wha would thus rob the true Mo- 
ther Hey by a ſeemingly cruel Stratagem would fain 
diſcover the Owner -of a controverred Child; But you, 
where there is no Diſpute at all, would tear another Limb 
from Limb, rather than not beſtow the one Half at leaſt on 
a poor Dame long ago paſt Child-Bearing, and who can- 
not even rt herſelf, but for the paternal Indulgence 
of her-worthy Maſter who lets her leaſe in his Fields, 

You affert, yes, you ſhamefully and inadvertently aſſert, 
tha: no Popiſh Nation ever enjoyed any Branch of Civi/ 
or Religious Liberty, O lepi dum Caput Nay you go far- 
ther with ſtill greater imprudence, and grant, that if any 
ſuch Ever exiſted, you admit a poſſibility that the like may 
again come to pals ! Here, Sir, I _ Iſſue with you 
and let ir be tried by evidence of F as well as the Te- 
{imonies of the Proteſtant Writers who ever fer Pen 
to Paper. Bur before I proceed further with you, I would 
willingly learn from you what Infatuation drove you fo 
unwarily into a Ditch in which you are thus Head 
and Ears > Tis cruel to take you at this Diſadvantage ; 
but you give no Quarter yourſelf. Had you indeed aver. 
red that no Popiſh 1 at this Day enjoys Civil Li. 
berty, no Body would be hardy enough to diſpute that 
Point with you, fince he muſt undoubtedly have a bad 
Defign in doing ſo: But your inconfiderate Retroſpection 
ſh to paſt Times, looks as if your own Deſign was none of 
ur the beſt, and that you in./rref!y plead for the Cauſe you ſo 

warmly ſeen to condemn ; not unlike the Cavaliers in 
id Cramwel*s gays, who in their Writings and Speeches pre- 
4 tended to be the moſt violent Republicans, while they 
2 
t 
t 
. 


were privately 2 — to reſtore the Monarchy— 


For thus; if it can roved (and I ſhall prove it, by and 


by) that any Branch of civil Liberty exiſted amongſt the 


Popith Goverriments of tormer Times, then Sir, what will 
the World think of your Interence, Fat Popery and Ci- 


% 
"% _ —__ — . - 
- = — $4 þ _ 
—— —_ ͤ— p = 
vet = 7 r — — 
: . * AM * * 
* 
o 
. _ — 


-- 
= — 
— 8 1 5 
s Aa ig 4 Ca 
_ 
— on 


Ds 
— 


— — 


vil Liberty may again exiſt together. ©... What does ſuch a 
Contefhov ſeem to tend to? For whoſe cauſe does it ap. 
pear Calculated > + V4 | 
To ſhew you chat many Branches of civil Liberty have 
formerly exiſted in ſpite of the Papa! Hierarchy, (as you're 
pleasꝰd ro ſtyle it Irefer you to M. Repin's Hiſtory of 
Eng/ant; to the Authors of Care's Letter and more par. 
ticularly thoſe of the Craf:i-man : The Teſtimonies of 
ſuch Writers are a5 ex leite againſt you, as they are ſi. 
. cCient. But if any doubt ſhould remain with you; a thor. 
F ſand others can be produced. | 
© Pray good Sir, did you ever read the Hiſtory of vour 
. own, Country, for which you publiſh'd ſuch pompous 
Propofals about a year ago? Were ever People more free 


| Exc: of Liborty that their Conſtitution (reſting upon too 
4 popular a Foundation) was rent to pieces in the cleventh 

Century? and did you not your ſelf Virtually aſſert this 
in your printed Dedicatory Pretace? or have you never 
con ſulted the Hiſtory Of the Gothic Governments af Europe, 
ſo highly applauded by the late Dr. Swift. and the greateſt 
Writers of this Age? Did you ever read of the $-x0x 
Governmene in England, which the ingenious Author of 
the Confticutionz! Fournat has the other Day called the mild. 
eſt and ſree it that any Country ever knew ? or what muſt 
you fay to the Normen Government which ſoon fell into 
the ſame Channel, was the Magna Charta fa oft conũrmad un- 
der the Flamagenet Race, any Recognition of Civil Rights? 
Did the Parliaments and States of France enjoy any Branch 
of Civit Liberty betore the Introduction of ſtanding Ar- 


fide of their famous Cortes > Will you Anſwer all thele 
Queries in the Negative, Sir Ti pity to preſs ſo many 
upan you; but you may thank your own Inprudence, Ni 
that Rage of Party which would not let you fee the mo 
zlaring Indiſcretion, as well as Blunler tat ever a Writer of 
your Reputation ki into. 


fare between Liberty and Slavery almoſt at an end: The 
latter rides paramount; She drags the World in her Tri- 


than the ancient Scots ot Ire/an{> or was it not to the; 


mies? or were the Spentizr{s Slaves before the ſetting a- 


It is a moſt melancholly Conſiderition to fee the war- 


umplu, and rejoyccs in the Rattles of its Chains; while her 
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peared Adverfaty (huts herſelf up in theſe Weſterns Iſla rid 
hich evermore proved her Ciradels in the Day of danger: 
gere the may fir tecure and bd Defiance to all the overt 
Attacks of her grand Enemy, it the takes care not to com- 
nit too much of her Confidence to a dece ĩtful, evil. min- 
&d Jade called Party, who lately prefled impudently into 
der Service, and bodders Mankind with her proſeſſions of 
Fidelity : For 2 Report having ſpread about that ſhe is really 
Spy in the Service of Slavery,” and her Couſin-German 
ce Removed, the makes vic of this and a thouſand other 
Arts to impole upon the weak and unwary : Among o- 
bers ſhe ott puts on the Mask and Apparel of her Miſtreſs 
the nd wonderfully perionates that God-like form, xill ſhe 13 
«+ Whiiteover'd in the un folding of her Actions and Partialuy 
oo Aber Inſtructions. Sbe is naturally factious, cruel, ſelfiſh and 
* equivocal ; while Liberty is humane equitable, render- 
8 eerted and difinterefſted.--- The one ditpoſes of her Fa- 
"_ yours to-thofe only who obey her Nod. The others no 
es RelpeRer ef Perſons, but ditpences Juſtice equally to fl 
ter Friends. of Tat Tay args wa The one Rewards 
- of Vice when lifted in her Services the other punitkes it wher- 
y erer ſhe finds it; but fill more like a Mother than a Ty- 


— ant. Party fwells a Gnat into a Mountain, and the Infic= 
— nities ot human Nature into Capital Crimes: But Liber- 

y ty excuſes invincible Weakneſſes and deteſts the Exaggera- 
ys tion of them. it would be worth your while, Sir, to re- 


8 tet which of theſe Ladies deterve moſt to be ſerved; ou 
b have, I hope, made choice of the former without Reflect i- 
on, otherwiſe: a Gentleman who hitherto bore ſo amiable 
Character as you did, would not at this Time become o 
4 edoubted a Champion for Party You ſhould attack 
/ none but tuck as have openly declared War againſt the 
% Conſtitutiom and Liberties of their Country: 
of Too much cannot be ſaĩd to unite all Parties in the cauſe 
of their King, which is too apparently rhat ot their Coun- 
try, His Government is the malleſt upon the wholc Face 
ie of the Earth; and the R. Cathe/ics have every Day experi- 
F enced its Lenity and Mercy. This Royal and Wuſtrious 
1 Family ſecured Liberty to thoſe they found free at their 
Acceſſion, and they extended it to thoſe who had it noi 


| 
| 


who were incapacirated by Volumes of leget Reffrid 
They releaſed the penal Laws againſt Papiſts, in Ex 
cution: Could more be expected or rather could fo much 
Was there ever a more endearing Invitation to Loyalty, 
firmer a fairer Right to perional Love? Confider thi 
@ ye Brem ! and fre what a weak Foundation there 
for a Jealouſey of Liberty under this great Monarch whe 
you fee his Royal Hand thus ſtretching it out to a Peop! 
whom by Law he could render wretched and miſerable 
Theſe are Points, Sir, very worthy your Notice; To in 
culcate this wou'd be a Tak worthy a Partriorty and wor 
thy you, who are infinitely more equal to it than I c 
to de: But you are not cool nor candid enoug 
in your preſent Diſorder. You are not at Leifure te 
confider chat we are Embarked in the ſame Veſſel with the 
reſt -of out Fellow. ſuhjects. and that during the preſent 
Storm we ſhou'd all according to our different Abilities 
lend our Hands for its Preſervation. Far from it--- Inſtead 


' of this you ſtr ive to raiſe a Scuffle on Board; and by the 


: ion you give of one Part of the Crew, you wou! 
fain work ap the Owners into a cruel Perſuafion that there 


cum be no fatery for the Veſſel till theſe wicked Sinners ate 


thrown over Deck- There I drop you Sir, in Contem- 
plation of the Injury you offered an Innocent Peoples whom 
youknow to be weak, and whom without tbe Royal Favour, 
you know to be defenceleſs. 1 leave you likewiſe to think 
ſeriouſly of the real wrong you have done your ſelt in 
theſe your elaborare Invectives. I have offer*d you none. 
I am rather your Friend upon the Occaſion; and it you 


avail your (elf of this Rebuke as you ought, you will owe 


1 * 25 | | your very humble Servant, 
| RUSTICUS 


— — 

_—— _ - — 

— . A ⁵————— — ——— 
— — — - 

— Ares Ben 

2 Wa ac: I „4 1— * 


Pe P 
- 5 
Ss 
N — I 0 1 
o ö - <4 2 - 
of... * . © 
> — - -- __ b * & 


23 0s, 


